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Losing Ground
Legal Claims
The legal claims the Wise family have against the US government include the Agriculture Department discriminating and grabbing their land forcefully. Eddie and his family were evicted from their land by US Marshals who claimed that they had a court order for the seizure to his farm equipment because he defaulted to pay a government loan. In this regard, the loan agency had used computer software to put it under the name of Eddie's wife without his consent. The alterations on the farm plan necessitated the Wise family to start paying $3100 on a monthly basis unlike the previous agreement with Bond that stipulated that they could spend the loan by the end of the year. The new change of event would impact negatively on the monthly income of the wise, and they would have inadequate funds to feed their hogs. They have to the legal right to sue the state since lowering the numbers of their farm’s production would violate USDA regulations. Also, Paula replacing Wise’s original plan did not follow the required procedures presented illegalities that could be argued in court ("Losing ground," 2018). The decision USDA to seize his farm is outrageous based on the irregularities of seasons in the US that significantly affect farmer’s production. 
Legal Standards
The claim that the Wise family was discriminated while applying for loans to buy the land can be reviewed in court using substantial evidence on similar cases on African-American farmers. The affected farmers can testify in court by prescribing to the standard that tries to determine the probable cause and preponderance of claims ("Losing ground," 2018). The preponderance of evidence standard can be used in a court of law to show the Wise incurred losses due to the delays experienced when processing the loans; therefore, they were not able to pay their debt on time since they had suffered losses during this period.
Besides, the altercation of the original farm plan by the loan management officer meets the beyond reasonable doubt standard and the court ought to prove that Paula is guilty of the crime. From the documentation involved, the Wise family can present clear and convincing evidence that their papers had been forged. They can bring the former loan management officer to Eddie to testify against the state. The jury can, therefore, rationalize with absolute certainty that the state is guilty before giving their verdict. Also, the Wise family can use the standard of reasonable belief and suspicion to show that they were forcefully evicted from the land. Besides, the Marshals were acting in violation of the USDA regulations as they were unjust to cut on the production capacity of the family by reducing the number of hogs from ten to eight ("Losing ground," 2018).
Damages
The family can seek reprieve in court due to the injuries done to the farm from the delay while processing the loan. The family had inadequate funds to feed their hogs due to the delays consequently causing death to most of the pigs. Besides, they had little working capital to run the farm during this time translating to low-profit margins. The poor farm infrastructure also exposed the hogs to adverse weather conditions, especially during the winter season. When finally, they got the loan, they only had few pigs making them wait for almost a year for them to breed validating their reason for not paying the loan in time. The family can also sue the government for trauma and depression caused to the family due to forceful eviction. Eddie's wife was ailing, and such an action could have aggravated her health conditions. Besides, the family members could have suffered mental disorders from the incident.
References
Losing ground. (2018, August 27). Retrieved from https://www.revealnews.org/episodes/losing-ground/

